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*The following course introduces issues of sustainability by devoting one session to the topic. 
The course is divided into four distinct units that deal with four distinct approaches to ethics 
(relativism, virtue theory, deontology, and utilitarianism). The topic of sustainability is 
introduced in the unit on utilitarianism, where the ethical theory is applied to topics such as 
the treatment of animals, poverty, and climate change. A 75-minute class was devoted to each 
of these topics. In each case, students were asked to read a chapter from Peter Singer’s Applied 
Ethics prior to meeting. The class began with three or four students presenting the contents of 
the assigned chapter; this was followed by a debate between two teams of four students on the 
issue; the class then concluded with a general discussion of the topic. For the session that dealt 
directly with issues of sustainability, we read Singer’s chapter on climate change and debated 
Singer’s claim that we have an ethical obligation to change through democratic means 
governmental policy so that it effectively reduces or even eliminates climate change caused by 
carbon dioxide emissions. 

 
 

Introduction to Ethics 
PHIL 210—University of Scranton—Spring 2013 

 
Professor: Dr. Matthew Meyer 
Office Hours: M 1:30-3:00pm, W 10:15-11:45am, and by appointment 
Office: Loyola Science Center 407   Phone: x5814  Email: matthew.meyer@scranton.edu 
 
Course Description and Objectives: The larger and perhaps overly ambitious aim of this course is to 
make each of you a philosopher in the original sense of the word. That is, the goal is to awaken in each 
of you a love (philo-) of wisdom (sophia) or, more generally, the desire to learn for its own sake. The 
specific purpose of this course is to introduce you to the branch of philosophy known as ethics. Ethics 
is the study of right and wrong, good and bad, and the application of these terms to both actions and 
persons. In the study of ethics, we endeavor to identify our basic intuitions about such matters, analyze 
and reflect on them, and ultimately provide justification for such intuitions when they survive critical 
scrutiny. In this sense, the goal of ethics is not merely to identify what is right or wrong, good or bad, 
but also to articulate why this is the case. In pursuing these aims, this course seeks to contribute to the 
fulfillment of three central components of a Jesuit education: (1) Eloquentia perfecta or the ability to 
express oneself both orally and in writing; (2) Cura personalis or educating the whole person; and (3) 
Magis or a striving for personal excellence. 
 
Grading, Course Requirements, and Attendance Policy: This class is not officially graded on a 
curve, but averages for similar courses in the past have been around a low “B”. Points will be given for 
each assignment and then translated into a letter grade by way of a customary grading scale (100-90 = 
A/A-, 89-80 = B+/B/B-, etc.). The grade for the course will be based on four elements that are 
weighted as follows: 
 
 Two Exams:      50% 
  Midterm:     20% 
  Final (Cumulative):   30% 

Two 700-Word Papers:     30% 
The First Paper:    10% 

  A Second Paper:    20% 
 Presentation/Debate:     10% 
 Participation and Attendance:     10% 
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Further details and requirement for papers, presentations, and exams will be provided as the due date 
approaches. The first paper is required for everyone. You will have two opportunities to submit one 
additional paper, and so must do either the second or the third paper assignment. Papers must not exceed the 
prescribed word limit. Only in cases of unexpected emergencies—proper documentation is required—will late 
papers be accepted and make-up exams be given. Handing in a paper late or missing an exam without an 
acceptable excuse will automatically result in an “F,” and the instructor can decide in such cases to assign 
zero points for the exercise. 
 
Attendance at all classes is required. Missing more than two classes will adversely affect the participation 
grade (unless all absences are excused). Missing five classes or more will not only result in a zero for the 
class participation grade, the instructor reserves the right to assign a failing grade for the course. Those who 
repeatedly come to class late or without a copy of the assigned reading for the day will be marked absent. 
Excused absences will be granted in cases of severe illness or a death in the immediate family—appropriate 
documentation is required. The participation grade will be based on the quantity and the quality of 
contributions to class discussion. 
 
Classroom Policy: University students are expected to behave like adults in the classroom. 
Email Policy: Although I will often respond to questions via email in a matter of hours, please allow 
up to 24 hours for a response. Emails sent over the weekend or during holidays may not be answered 
until the next working day. Keep this policy in mind before paper deadlines and exams. For questions 
that require lengthy responses, please visit me during office hours or make an appointment. 
 
Office Hours: I encourage everyone to visit me during office hours. This is especially true if you are 
having difficulties with the readings or assignments. One of the benefits of attending a smaller, private 
university is the increased access that students have to professors, and therefore it only makes sense to 
take advantage of this. 
 
Academic Honesty: Dishonest behavior during an examination will result in a zero for the exam. 
Dishonest behavior on papers (e.g., plagiarism) will also result in zero points for the exercise. In cases 
of egregious plagiarism—e.g., copying an entire paper written by another person or buying a paper 
online—you will receive an F for the course. If there are questions about cheating or plagiarism, please 
talk to me or refer directly to the University’s Academic Code of Honesty 
(http://matrix.scranton.edu/student_handbook/policy_academic_code_honesty.html) before handing 
in your paper. All cases of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Dean of CAS. 
 
Students with Disabilities: In order to receive appropriate accommodations, students with disabilities 
must register with the Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence (CTLE) and provide relevant and current medical 
documentation. Students should contact Mary Ellen Pichiarello (Extension 4039) or Jim Muniz 
(Extension 4218), 5th floor, St. Thomas Hall, for an appointment. For more information, see 
http://www.scranton.edu/disabilities. 
 
Writing Center Services: The Writing Center helps students become better writers. Consultants will 
work one-on-one with students to discuss students’ work and provide feedback at any stage of the 
writing process. Scheduling appointments early in the writing process is encouraged. To meet with a 
writing consultant, stop by during the Writing Center’s regular hours of operation, call (570) 941-6147 
to schedule an appointment, or complete the Writing Assistance Request Form online. You can also 
schedule an online appointment using Google Docs and Google Talk. 
 
Required Texts (Available at the University Bookstore):  
**If texts are purchased elsewhere, please buy these specific editions. 

1. Aristotle. Nicomachean Ethics. Trans. Irwin. Hackett (1999). ISBN: 9780872204645. 
2. Immanuel Kant. Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals. Hackett (1993). ISBN: 9780872201668. 
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3. John Stuart Mill. Utilitarianism. In The Classical Utilitarians: Bentham & Mill. Hackett (2003). ISBN: 
9780872206496. (Abbreviated: TCU) 

4. Peter Singer. Practical Ethics. Cambridge University Press (2011). ISBN: 9780521707688. 
5. Friedrich Nietzsche. On the Genealogy of Morality. Hackett (1998). ISBN: 9780872202832. 
6. Electronic Handouts (EH): Available on ANGEL; Please print and bring to class. 

 
Schedule of Readings, Papers, and Examinations (Subject to Revision): 
 
Week 1: 
 
Jan 31 (R): Introduction—What is Ethics? 
 
Week 2: 
 
Feb 5 (T): Relativism 
 Reading: (1) David Brooks, “If It Feels Right…” (Electronic Handout (EH)). 
   (2) Christian Smith, “Lost in Transition,” pp. 19-35 (EH). 

 (3) Ruth Benedict, “A Defense of Ethical Relativism” (EH). 
Feb 7 (R): A Critique of Relativism 
 Reading: Louis Pojman, “A Critique of Ethical Relativism,” Sec. 1-4 (EH). 
 
Week 3: 
 
Feb 12 (T): Friedrich Nietzsche on Relativism and Power 
 Reading: (1) Selections from Nietzsche, Beyond Good and Evil (EH) and  
   (2) Nietzsche’s preface to On the Genealogy of Morals. 
 
Feb 14 (R): Friedrich Nietzsche on Master and Slave Morality 
 Reading: Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morals, Essay I. 
 
Week 4: 
 
Feb 19 (T): Friedrich Nietzsche on Master and Slave Morality 
 Reading: Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morals, Essay I. 
 Paper #1: Pojman’s Critique of Relativism (700 Words) (Required) 
 
Feb 21 (R): Socrates and Callicles 
 Reading: Excerpt form Plato’s Gorgias (EH). 
 
Week 5: 
 
Feb 26 (T): Aristotle on the Human Good 
 Reading: Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Bk. I.1-5, 7-10, 13. 
 
Feb 28 (R): Aristotle on Habit and Virtue 
 Reading: Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Bk. II. 
 
Week 6: 
 
Mar 5 (T): Aristotle on the Intellectual Virtues 
 Reading: Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Bks. III.10-12 and VI.1-2, 5, 12-13. 
 
Mar 7 (R): Aristotle on Akrasia 
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 Reading: Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Bk.VII.1-4, 7-9. 
 
Week 7: 
 
Mar 12 (T): Aristotle on Friendship  
 Reading: Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Bks. VIII and IX (Selections). 
 **Paper #2: Aristotle’s Response to Nietzsche 
 
Mar 14 (R): Aristotle on Pleasure and the Best Life 
 Reading: Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Bk. X.1-8.  
 
Week 8: 
 
Mar 19 (T): Introduction to Kant 
 
Mar 21 (R): Midterm Exam 
 
Spring/Easter Break (Mar. 23-Apr. 1) 
Week 9: 
 
Apr 2 (T): Kant on the Good Will 

Reading: Kant, Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals, Section I, pp. 7-17. 
 
Apr 4 (R): Kant on the Categorical Imperative 
 Reading: Kant, Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals, Section II, pp. 19-33. 
 
Week 10: 
 
Apr 9 (T): Kant on Further Formulations of the Categorical Imperative 
 Reading: Kant, Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals, Section II, pp. 33-48. 
 
Apr 11 (R): Introduction to Utilitarianism 

Reading: Selections from Jeremy Bentham (pp. 8-12, 19-22, 90-92 in TCU). 
 
Week 11: 
 
Apr 16 (T): J. S. Mill on Utility 
 Reading: Mill, Utilitarianism, Chs. 1-2 (pp. 95-115 in TCU). 
 
Apr 18 (R): J. S. Mill on Utility and Moral Feelings 
 Reading: Mill, Utilitarianism, Chs. 3-4 (pp. 115-127 in TCU). 
 Paper #3 Due: Kant on Torture 
 
Week 12: 
 
Apr 23 (T): Peter Singer on Ethics and Equality 
 Reading: Singer, Practical Ethics, Chs. 1-2 (pp. 1-24). 
 
Apr 25 (R): Peter Singer on Animal Equality (Presentation and Debate #1) 
 Reading: Singer, Practical Ethics, Ch. 3. 
 
Week 13:  
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Apr 30 (T): Peter Singer on Poverty (Presentation and Debate #2) 
 Reading: Singer, Practical Ethics, Ch. 8. 
 
May 2 (R): Peter Singer on Climate Change (Presentation and Debate #3) 
 Reading: Singer, Practical Ethics, Ch. 9. 
 
Week 14: 
 
May 7 (T): In-Class Film, Peter Singer: A Dangerous Mind 
 Suggested Reading: Singer, Practical Ethics, Ch. 5-7.  
 
May 9 (R): Review 
 
May 13-17: Final Exam (schedule to be announced) 


